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(TÜBA) and Emeritus Prof. AK Azad Chowdhury, President, 
Bangladesh Academy of Sciences (BAS) at the AASSA Executive 
Board (EB) Meeting

Members present in the EB meeting of AASSA

ISC mid-term meeting in Paris

-
bers Meeting, Wednesday 26 April 2023

Emeritus Prof. AK Azad Chowdhury, President, BAS 
participated in the International Science Council 

2023 on a Zoom platform.

AASSA-TUBA joint symposium on “The role of 
Science Academies towards the future of Basic 
Sciences”, Istanbul, Turkey, 28-29 April 2023

The Executive Board (EB) of AASSA, was held in 
conjunction with the AASSA-TUBA joint symposium 
on “The role of Science Academies towards                
the future of Basic Sciences”, in Istanbul, Turkey,        
on 28-29 April 2023. Emeritus Prof. Dr. AK Azad       
Chowdhury, President, Bangladesh Academy of 
Sciences represented the Academy.

International Science Council (ISC) mid-term 
meeting in Paris, May 10-12, 2023

The International Science Council held its mid-term 
meeting in Paris, France from May 10-12, 2023. This 

Prof. Haseena Khan was invited as the Secretary of the 
Bangladesh Academy of Sciences for participation.

There was representation of about 150 Science 

event. This ISC meeting had a few take home 
messages. Among them one was the gender bias in 
all Science Academies. There is a general recogni-
tion that women need greater representation in the 
Academies.  The case of the Royal Netherlands 
Academy of Arts and Sciences was discussed. The 
Dutch Academy had taken a bold step in 2017 to 
have a women-only election in order to reduce their 
perpetual gender imbalance. 

In this regard the Academies have been asked to 

female representation. There were even discussions 
of disallowing fellowships/ grants to member acad-
emies which fail to take steps in this direction.

Another issue which came up very strongly was the 
value of science in decision-making, and the impor-
tance of taking steps for multilateral cooperation 
and exchange of information and data. In this 
regard there was discussion on a group recently 
launched by UN called the ‘Friends on Science for 
Action’. This initiation by Belgium, India and South 



brie�ng of the UN General Assembly in April 2023.  
It is meant to be a platform to help Member States 
during the future negotiations and way beyond. 

At this ISC meeting the Member States have been 
encouraged to join this informal forum. ISC request-
ed the member Academies to request their Foreign 
Ministers to take initiatives to join this forum.

The BAS Council looked through the activities, 
expressed their satisfaction and decided to take 
steps for increasing female representation in the 
BAS and to follow up the inclusion of Bangladesh in 
the UN body called ‘Friends for Science’.

STEMCON: A Conference of the Bangladesh 
Stem Cell & Regenerative Society

STEMCON, the annual scienti�c conference of 
Bangladesh Stem Cell & Regenerative Society is 
held annually since 2017. The Society was estab-
lished by a group of enthusiastic clinical scientists 
from across specialties interested in stem cell 
research. The Society tries to engage non-clinical 
researchers to create a platform whereby research 
with stem cells can be carried from bench to 
bedside in the country.

For the �rst time Bangladesh Academy of Sciences 
was on board for the 2022 STEMCON meeting held 
on December 06, 2022. It was held in the National 
Science and Technology Complex, where BAS is 
housed. BAS provided important support in 

spreading the conference to faculty of di�erent 
public and private universities and institutes. Thus, 
STEMCON-2022 saw the maximum number of 
non-clinical scientists participating and contribut-
ing to this conference. The scienti�c content was of 
global standard and discussions at par with any 
such meeting at any developed centre. 

Chaired by BAS Fellow, Prof Dr Mamun Al Mahtab, 
Shwapnil, the Chief Guest of the conference was Mr 
Muhibul Hassan, MP and Deputy Minister, Ministry 
of Education. BAS President, Emeritus Prof. AK Azad 
Chowdhury graced the inuagural session of the 
daylong conference as the Special Guest. BAS Presi-
dent commended the organizers for the overall 
arrangements and specially the scienti�c content 
of the meeting. The meeting was an important leap 
in providing opportunities for extensive collabora-
tion between clinical and non-clinical scientists.

The 108th Indian Science Congress, 2-7 January 
2023, India

Dr. Mirza Hasanuzzaman, Fellow, Bangladesh Acad-
emy of Sciences (BAS) and Professor of Agronomy, 
Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural University and Dr. 
Kamrun Nahar, Associate Fellow, BAS and Professor 
of Agricultural Botany, Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural 
University attended the 108th Indian Science 
Congress held on 2-7 January 2023, Nagpur, Maha-
rashtra, India as BAS delegates. The theme was 
"Science and Technology for Sustainable Develop-
ment with Women Empowerment”.
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Mr. Mubibul Hassan Chowdhoury, MP and Deputy Minister, 
MoE.  Emeritus Prof. AK Azad Chowdhury, President, BAS and 
other guests on the dias

Emeritus Prof. AK Azad Chowdhury, President, BAS delivering his speech



Global Assembly on Futures of Education (GAFE) 
2023.

GEIST International Foundation, in collaboration 
with Aspire to Innovate (A2i), ICT Division, Ministry 
of Posts, Telecommunications and Information 
Technology and the Bangladesh Academy of 
Sciences jointly organized the Global Assembly on 
Futures of Education (GAFE) on 23 February 2023. 
Collaboration, sharing success stories, emulating 
best practices, mitigating challenges, developing 
collaborative research works are potential action 
areas in education and these were discussed in the 
Assembly.

The event was arranged in a hybrid mode where 
some speakers and presenters participated in 
person and others virtually. Nearly 40 participants 
from 7 countries joined GAFE in-person.

Mr. Mustafa Jabbar, Minister of Posts and Telecom-
munications of Bangladesh was the chief guest of 
the session and Prof. Dr. Liaquat Ali, Fellow, BAS was 
the special guest.

Representing BAS at S-20 in Lakshadweep, Kerala, India

Dr Mamun Al Mahtab represented Bangladesh Acade-
my of Sciences at S-20, which was one of the four 
Science-20 meetings organized in connection with 
G-20 summit scheduled in New Delhi in September, 
2023. This meeting was held at Lakshadweep, an 
archipelago in the Indian Ocean o� the coast of South-
ern Indian State of Kerala from May 01 to 02, 2023. The 
four S-20 meetings are part of the over hundred meet-
ings that are being organized in every corner of India in 
connection with the G-20. Focus of the Lakshadweep 
S-20 was universal holistic health. The meeting was held 
in a make shift tent overseeing the pristine, turquoise 
waters on the sandy beach of Bargaram island. The 
meeting on universal health was participated by top 
scienti�c brains and policy makers of G-20 member and 
observer states.  Dr. Mahtab’s talk at the S-20 meeting 
which highlighted Bangladesh’s achievements in ensur-
ing health for all its’ citizens was highly appreciated and 
frequently referred to during the meeting and when the 
participants met in private.
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Mr. Mustafa Jabbar, Minister, Posts and Telecommunications, Prof. 
Dr. Liaquat Ali, Fellow, BAS and other guests in the GAFE Assembly

Prof. Dr Mamun Al Mahtab delivering his speech in the S-20 
Conference on Universal Holistic Health in Lakshadweep, Kerala, India

Dr. Mirza Hasanuzzaman attended the 108th Indian Science Congress

Dr. Kamrun Nahar attended the 108th Indian Science Congress
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WORKING FOR
YOUNG SCIENTISTS
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Nominations for Young Physician Leadership (YPL) 2022, Berlin, Germany 

Bangladesh Academy of Sciences nominated the following two candidates for Young Physician Leadership 
(YPL) 2022, Berlin, Germany:

Nomination for Prof. Yoo Hang Kim Young Women Scientists Award 2023

The Bangladesh Academy of Sciences nominated the following candidate for Prof. Yoo Hang Kim Young 
Women Scientists Award 2023.

Dr. Syeda Fatema Alam
Post-Graduate Trainee and Honorary Medical O�cer

Department of Psychiatry
Dhaka Medical College Hospital

Dr. Kamrun Nahar Koly
Assistant Scientist, Health System and Population 

Studies Division, International Centre for 
Diarrhoeal Disease Research, Bangladesh

Dr. Tahirah Yasmin
Assistant Professor

Dept. of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
University of Dhaka
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Nomination for Science Diplomacy Workshop, 12-16 September 2022, India

Bangladesh Academy of Sciences nominated the following candidates for Science Diplomacy Workshop, 
September 12-16, 2022, India in two categories: as Speakers and as Participants:

Nominee                   Name and Address     Themes        Category

Dr. Mst. Noorjahan Begum (Maliha)  
Assistant Scientist
Infectious Diseases Division, International 
Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease Research, 
Bangladesh (icddrb)

Healthcare Speaker

Dr. Md Jasim Uddin
Associate Professor
School of Pharmacy
BRAC University

Healthcare Speaker

Dr. Sabrina M Elias
Assistant Professor
Independent University Bangladesh (IUB)

Impact of Climate 
Change 

Speaker

Md. Enayet Chowdhury
Lecturer, Institute of Water and Flood 
Management, Bangladesh University of 
Engineering and Technology (BUET)

Agriculture/Water 
Resources and Others

Speaker

Ms. Fahmida Sharmin
Assistant Professor 
Dept. of  Natural Sciences 
Stamford University, Bangladesh

Energy Solutions Speaker

Ms. Shampa 
Assistant Professor 
Institute of Water and Flood Management 
Bangladesh University of Engineering and 
Technology (BUET)

Disaster Management Speaker
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        Nominee                      Name and Address             Themes     Category

Dr. Mahatabuddin Sheikh
Senior Research O�cer
Bangladesh Forest Institute (BFRI), 
MoEFCC, Chattogram

Participant

Dr. Ronok Zahan
Associate Professor
Dept. Of Pharmacy
University of Rajshahi

Participant

Sakia Shabnam Kader
Senior Lecturer (Physics)
Da�odil International University

Participant

Mahbub-Ul Alam
Associate Scientist
Environmental Interventions Unit,
Infectious Diseases Division, icddr,b

Participant

Dilshad Noor Lira
Associate Professor
Department of Pharmaceutical Technology
University of Dhaka

Participant

Dr. Mst. Rejina Afrin
Assistant Professor 
Department of Pharmacy 
East West University 

Participant
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Nomination for the 14th HOPE Meeting, Japan

Bangladesh Academy of Sciences nominated the following three (3) young scientists for the 14th HOPE 
meeting held during 27 February-03 March 2023 in Tsukuba-city, Japan.

Nomination for TWAS Regional Partner Award 2023

The Bangladesh Academy of Sciences nominated the following candidates for TWAS Regional Partner Award 
in the subject area “Development of Scienti�c Educational Material”:

Dr. Jagodish Chandra Sarker
Associate Professor
Department of Chemistry
Jagannath University

Prof. Dr. Ayatun Nesa
BIRDEM General Hospital
122, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue
Shahbag

Mr. A. B. M. Foisal  
Senior Lecturer
Dept. of Textile Engineering
Southeast University

 

 

Dr. Mustak Ibn Ayub
Assistant Professor
Department of Genetic Engineering and 
Biotechnology, University of Dhaka

Dr. Sabrina Moriom Elias
Assistant Professor
Department of Life Sciences
Independent University Bangladesh (IUB
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Nomination for TWAS Young A�liates 2023
The Bangladesh Academy of Sciences nominated the following candidates for TWAS Young A�liates 2023:

Nomination for the 72nd Lindau Nobel Laureate Meeting dedicated to Physiology and Medicine, 
25-30 June 2023, Germany 
Bangladesh Academy of Sciences nominated the following candidates for the 72nd Lindau Nobel Laureate 
Meeting dedicated to Physiology and Medicine held on 25-30 June 2023:

Dr. Tahirah Yasmin
Assistant Professor 
Department of Biochemistry and Molecular 
Biology, University of Dhaka

Dr. Marjahan Akhtar
Assistant Scientist 
Mucosal Immunology and vaccinology Unit, 
Infectious Diseases Division, icddr,b

Sahadat Hossain
Lecturer in Public Health and Informatics
Jahangirnagar University, Bangladesh

A�fa Anjum
Dept. of Public Health and Informatics
Jahangirnagar University, Bangladesh

Dr. Jagodish Chandra Sarker
Associate Professor
Department of Chemistry
Jagannath University

Dr. Mst. Rejina Afrin 
Associate Professor 
Department of Pharmacy 
East West University
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INDIA SCIENCE AND RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP (ISRF) PROGRAM FY 2022-23

Bangladesh Academy of Sciences nominated 12 (twelve) candidates suitable and eligible for India Science 
and Research Fellowship (ISRF) 2022-23.

The Department of Science & Technology, Government of India recommended 11 candidates for the award 
of India Science and Research Fellowship (ISRF) 2022-23.

Selected candidates from Bangladesh

Name and present position Area of Research        Candidates

Prof. Dr. Md. Abu Sayed
Department of Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology
Hajee Mohammad Danesh Science and Technology 
University, Dinajpur-5200, Bangladesh

Life Sciences

Dr. Elora Sharmin
Associate Professor
Dept. of Pharmacology
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University
Shahbagh, Dhaka, Bangladesh

Medical

Mr. Niaz Md. Farhat Rahman
Senior Scienti�c O�cer (SSO),
Agricultural Statistics Division
Bangladesh Rice Research Institute (BRRI),
Gazipur-1701, Bangladesh

Agriculture

Dr. MM Towhidul Islam
Associate Professor
Dept. of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
University of Dhaka, Dhaka 1000, Bangladesh

Molecular Biology

Prof. Ahmedul Kabir, PhD
Assistant Professor
Asian University for Women
Chattogram, Bangladesh

Biochemistry
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Name and present position Area of Research        Candidates

Ms Mumita Jerin Nilav
Clinical Psychologist
Nasirullah Psychotherapy Unit
Dept. of Clinical Psychology
University of Dhaka, Dhaka 1000,

Clinical Psychology

Dr. S. M. Nizam Uddin
Assistant Professor
Department of Chemistry
Shahjalal University of Science and Technology,
Sylhet-3114, Bangladesh

Chemistry

Dr. Md. Golam Hafez
Professor
Department of Mathematics
Chittagong University of Engineering and Technology, 
Chattogram-4349. Bangladesh

Mathematics

Dr. Mohebul Ahsan
Research Assistant
Dept. of Chemistry
Shahjalal University of Science
and Technology, Sylhet, Bangladesh

Engineering

Dr. Najmun Nahar
Assistant Professor
Life and Earth Science Group,
Academic Building 11 th �oor
National University, Gazipur -1704 Bangladesh

Agriculture

Ms Tania Sultan
Centre for Excellence Scholar in
Observational Oceanography,
Alfred Wegener Institute
Helmholtz Centre for Polar and
Marine Research, Helgoland, Germany

Climate & Environment
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SOCIAL ACTIVITIES



All Fellows and Associate Fellows of BAS were 
invited to an Eid Reunion on 26 April 2023 at 4:00 
pm at the Bangladesh Academy of Sciences, 3rd 
�oor, National Science and Technology Complex, 
Agargaon, Dhaka 1207. Emeritus Prof. Dr. AK Azad 
Chowdhury, President, BAS was the Chief Guest. 
Prof. Dr. Zahurul Karim, Vice President, BAS was the 
Chair, Prof. Dr. M Shamsher Ali, senior most Fellow, 
BAS and Dr. MA Mazed, Director, BAS were on the 
dais. Prof. Dr. Haseena Khan, Secretary, BAS moder-
ated the program. Fellows, Associate Fellows and 
BAS sta� were present in the program.

It was a combined program to celebrate Eid reunion 
and to bid farewell to Dr. M A Mazed, Director of BAS 
for 17 years. President, BAS greeted everyone 
present and requested Prof. Haseena Khan, Secre-
tary, BAS to start the event. As this was also a 

farewell event for Dr Mazed the Secretary comment-
ed on how the BAS has become synonymous to Dr. 
M A Mazed who has served the Academy very well 
and that during his time the BAS attained greater 
heights in terms of its activities. She then requested 
Prof. Shamsher Ali to speak a few words about Dr. 
Mazed. Prof. Shamsher Ali brie�y described the long 
history of the BAS and mentioned the participation 
and contribution of Dr. MA Mazed since his joining 
BAS in 2006 till date.  Then Major General (Rtd.) Prof. 
Dr. Matiur Rahman, Dr. M Idris Ali, Prof. Dr. Mesba-
huddin Ahmed, Prof Dr Liaquat Ali and Prof. Dr. 
Zahurul Karim spoke on the occasion and everyone 
acknowledged the amiable and cooperative nature 
of Dr. Mazed and the impact of the reunion in 
improving the connectivity among the Fellows. 
Everybody also praised and expressed their 
gratitude to the BAS Council particularly the Secre-
tary, BAS Prof. Haseena Khan for her sincere e�orts in 
expanding the activities of BAS. On behalf of the BAS 
personnel, Dr. Md. Samiul Haque, Additional Direc-
tor addressed the august gathering and presented a 
brief biography of Dr. Mazed including his educa-
tion, past positions, contributions and some of his 
social activities. Prof. Haseena Khan, Secretary, BAS 
then requested Dr. Mazed to share his feelings to the 
audience. Dr. Mazed formally addressed everyone 
and expressed his thanks and gratitude to all the 
Fellows and sought forgiveness for his inability to 
contribute more to the cause of the Academy. The 
moderator of the event, Prof. Haseena Khan then 
introduced Emeritus Scientist Dr. Firdausi Qadri who 
has recently been awarded the Independence Day 
Award 2023, the highest civilian award by the 
government of Bangladesh. The chief guest Emeri-
tus Prof, AK Azad Chowdhury, President, BAS 
congratulated her and presented her a �oral 
bouquet for her enormous contribution to research 
and training. On this occasion Dr. Firdausi Qadri 
expressed her gratitude to the BAS and also praised 
the contribution of Dr. Mazed. The chief guest, Emeri-
tus Prof. Dr. AK Azad Chowdhury then congratulated 
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Eid Reunion, April 2023

BAS bidding farewell to Dr. M A Mazed, Director, BAS

EID REUNION AND FAREWELL PROGRAM



Dr. Mazed with a �oral bouquet and presented 
some mementos to him. Prof. Chowdhury then 
delivered his concluding speech, highlighting the 
activities of BAS and the contribution of Dr. Mazed.

OTHER ACTIVITES
Bangabandhu Corner: 

It is natural  that many individuals across the world 
are interested in knowing about the childhood, 
student life, politics, social policy, patriotism, foreign 
policy, humanitarianism, etc. of Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman, the greatest Bengali of all time, 
and the Father of the Nation.

Bangladesh Academy of Sciences has established a 
Bangabandhu Corner in the library of the Academy 
on March, 2023, to have such information on Bang-
abandhu in one place. The corner is open to public 
(during o�ce hours). The Academy is proud to 
have created such an opportunity to learn about 
the Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman.

Participation in social activities:
The Academy has actively participated and contrib-
uted in establishing a beautiful children’s corner in 
the premises of the National Museum of Science 
and Technology, Agargaon, Dhaka. Children from 

di�erent institutions throughout the country are 
visiting the museum and enjoying di�erent rides in 
the children’s corner round the year.

Digital Display:

A digital display with necessary accessories has 
been installed near the entrance, an easily visible 
corner of the o�ce to highlight the activities of the 
BAS. It has multipurpose uses. It can also be used as 
a presentation display monitor and as a TV. 

This has created an opportunity for visitors to              
be acquainted with the major activities of the               
Academy.
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Children’s corner at the National Museum of Science and Technology

Digital Display at the BAS O�ce

A part of the Bangabandhu Corner at the Bangladesh 
Academy of Sciences
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Activity Report of
BAS-USDA Endowment Program
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Activity Report of BAS-USDA Endowment Program
July 2022 - June 2023

01. Meeting of the Board of Trustees (BoT) of BAS-USDA Endowment Program
The BoT is the authority to de�ne the operational policies and management of the BAS-USDA Endowment 
Program with the assistance of Technical Advisory Committee (TAC).

 The BoT is formed by the BAS Council. It consists of nine eminent scientists of the �eld of agriculture and natu-
ral sciences, a representative from the Economic Relations Division (ERD), Ministry of Finance, GoB and a 
member of the UGC. A representative from USDA is an observer of the BoT meeting.    

The composition of the Board of Trustees is as follows:

During the �nancial year (July 2022-June 2023), one BoT Meeting (26th) was held. 

The 26th Meeting of the Board of Trustees (BoT) of BAS-USDA Endowment Program was held in the Conference Room 
of Bangladesh Academy of Sciences, National Science and Technology Complex, Agargaon, Dhaka -1207 on 23 
November 2022. Emeritus Prof. Dr. A K Azad Chowdhury, President, BAS and Chairman, BoT presided over the meeting. 
This meeting recommended all 30 project proposals under 5th phase selected by TAC for funding.

A request was made in this meeting to USDA for the increase of the management fee of the BAS-USDA Endow-
ment Fund from the present 2% to 4%. An application was forwarded to USDA, Dhaka on 19 December 2022 for 
the increase of management fee. USDA gave an approval of the proposal to increase management fee from 2 to 4 
percent of the BAS-USDA Endowment Fund to BAS through a letter dated 2nd April 2023.  

 

 

President of BAS Chairman 

Treasurer of BAS Member 

Five  reputed scientists (one each from Agricultural  Sciences,  Natural 
Sciences, Agricultural Trades, Life Sciences and Agricultural Engineering/ 
Food Engineering) 

Member  

Chairman /Representative of UGC  

(not below the rank of Member) 
Member 

One representative of ERD of the Ministry of Finance (not below Joint 
Secretary rank) 

Member 

Secretary,  BAS Member Secretary 

26th BoT Meeting held on 23 November 2022 
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Chairperson 

Treasurer,  BAS Member 

Expert Members (8)  

 Crop Sciences 2 Member 

 Fisheries 1 Member 

 Livestock 1 Member 

 Agro-forestry/Life Sciences 1 Member 

 Agricultural Trades 1 Member 

 Natural Sciences 1 Member 

 Food Safety 1 Member 

Secretary, BAS Member Secretary  

The following members were present: 

1. Emeritus Prof. Dr. AK Azad Chowdhury, President, BA  - Chairman

2. Prof. Dr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed, Treasurer, BAS - Member 

3. Prof. Dr. M Shamsher Ali, Fellow, BAS - Member

4. Dr. M A Hamid Miah, Fellow, BAS  - Member

5. Prof. Dr. Shari� Enamul Kabir, Fellow, BAS - Member

6. Prof. Dr. Dil Afroza Begum, Member, UGC - Member          

7. Ms. Mahbooba Panna, Additional Secretary and Wing
     Chief, America and Japan, ERD, Ministry of Finance  - Member

8. Ms. Megan Francic, Agricultural Attaché, USDA, US - Observer
     Embassy in Bangladesh 

9. Prof. Dr. Haseena Khan, Secretary, BAS - Member Secretary

Dr. Tanvir Mahmud, Agricultural Specialist, U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), U.S. Embassy in Bangla-
desh who had  accompanied Ms. Megan Francic was also present in the meeting.

02. Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Meeting

The Technical Advisory Committee consists of eleven eminent professionals from di�erent relevant �elds. 
This committee is formed by the Board of Trustees (BoT), BAS-USDA Endowment Program (BUEP).  The Acad-
emy Fellows in the relevant �elds are given preference for the membership of TAC. The senior most Fellow of 
TAC acts as the Chairperson. TAC assists the BoT in managing and implementing the BAS-USDA Endowment 
Program (BUEP).

The composition of the TAC is as follows:  
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During the �nancial year (July 2022-June 2023), four Technical Advisory Committee Meetings (76th – 79th TAC 
Meeting) were held:

The 76th meeting of TAC was held on Monday, 12 September 2022 in the Conference Room of the Academy, 
National Science and Technology Complex, Agargaon, Dhaka -1207. Prof. Dr. Zahurul Karim, Chairperson, TAC, 
BAS-USDA Endowment Program presided over the meeting. Main discussion topics in the meeting were:

Review and follow up of rapporteurs’ report on the presentations by PIs of the 5th phase projects

Identi�cation of prospective projects (transferable technology) from on-going projects (4th phase)

Discussion on the progress of monitoring of on-going projects (4th phase)

The 77th meeting of TAC was held on Tuesday, 11 October 2022 in the Conference Room of the Academy, 
National Science and Technology Complex, Agargaon, Dhaka -1207. Prof. Dr. Zahurul Karim, Chairperson, 
TAC, BAS-USDA Endowment Program presided over the meeting. As per a decision taken in the 76th TAC 
meeting, Principal Investigators of the projects (30) preliminarily accepted for funding under 5th phase 
were requested to revise their projects following suggestions given by members of TAC/BoT and BAS 
Fellows during the project presentation. Principal Investigators revised their projects and submitted the 
same to BAS.  The 30 projects were assigned to some TAC members in the meeting for overview of their 
compliance. The respective TAC members gave their comments on compliance of the revised projects.

The 78th meeting of TAC was held on Thursday, 16 February 2023 in the Conference Room of the Academy, 
National Science and Technology Complex, Agargaon, Dhaka -1207. Prof. Dr. Zahurul Karim, Chairperson, 
TAC, BAS-USDA Endowment Program presided over the meeting. 

As per a decision taken in the 26th Meeting of the Board of Trustees (BoT) of BAS-USDA Endowment 
Program held on 23 November 2022, a list of 30 projects recommended by TAC and BoT was forwarded to 
USDA, Dhaka for the concurrence of the Agricultural Attaché on 28 November 2022. USDA, Dhaka had 
approved 25 proposals including two proposals that required further revision and disapproved �ve propos-
als. The letter from USDA regarding approval of the 5th phase projects and the list of disapproved proposals 
along with two proposals that required further revision were discussed in this meeting. It was decided to 
request the Principal Investigators of two proposals that required further revision to revise their proposals 
in consultation with selected TAC members and submit the same to BAS. It was also decided to hold a 
discussion meeting on the �ve project proposals disapproved by USDA to have the comments provided by 
USDA on the �ve rejected proposals reviewed by TAC members in presence of the respective PIs.    

The 79th meeting of TAC was held on Tuesday, 18 April 2023 in the Conference Room of the Academy, 
National Science and Technology Complex, Agargaon, Dhaka -1207. Prof. Dr. Zahurul Karim, Chairperson, 
TAC, BAS-USDA Endowment Program presided over the meeting. The Principal Investigators of the on-go-
ing projects (4th phase) were requested to submit a two-page Summary Report of their project progress. 
The Summary Reports of the on-going projects were reviewed in the meeting. In this meeting, Monitors for 
the 5th phase projects were selected.  
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76th TAC Meeting on 12 September 2022 77th TAC Meeting on 11 October 2022

78th TAC Meeting on 16 Feb 2023 79th TAC Meeting on 18 April 2023

03. BAS-USDA Project Monitoring 
Third monitoring of 27 projects out of 30 and fourth monitoring of 3 projects out of 30 under the 4th phase 
have been completed in the reporting period. 

An online Zoom meeting was held on 21 September 2022 to monitor the �eld activities of the Project entitled 
“On-farm Testing and Scaling-up of Assisted Reproductive Technology (ARTs) in Sheep Production through 
Public-Private Partnership (LS-23)’’, PI: Professor Dr. Farida Yeasmin Bari, Dept. of Surgery & Obstetrics, Bang-
ladesh Agricultural University at Fulchori, Gaibandha, and Paba, Rajshahi districts. Professor Dr. Zahurul Karim 
is the monitor of the project. A discussion meeting was held with the local livestock o�cers, partner NGO 
representatives and farmers about the project activities in their sheep farms (training, induction for oestrus, 
arti�cial insemination (AI), pregnancy rate, lamb production, growth rate of the lambs).  

 

Online zoom meeting was held on 21 September 2022



BANGLADESH ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 69

Prof. Dr. Z N Tahmida Begum, Fellow, BAS and Mr. Md. Habibur Rahman, Finance & Accounts O�cer, BAS-US-
DA Endowment Program monitored the activities of the project ‘‘Good agricultural practices for maximizing 
production of black pepper in the varied agro-ecological regions of Sylhet ‘’, PI: Prof. Dr. Masudur Rahman, 
Dept. of Crop Botany and Tea Production Technology, Sylhet Agricultural University on 09 October 2022.    

Prof. Dr. Md. Sherazul Islam, Dept. of Fisheries and 
Marine Bioscience has been implementing the research 
project entitled ‘‘Mud crab (Scylla olivacea) habitat 
potential mapping in the Sundarbans mangrove forest, 
Bangladesh using Remote Sensing and GIS’’ under the 
4th Phase of BAS-USDA Endowment Program. Prof. Dr. 
Abu Tweb Abu Ahmed, Member, TAC, BAS-USDA 
Endowment Program and Mr. Md. Mokshead Ali, 
Deputy Director (Program), BAS-USDA Endowment 
Program monitored the project activities in Technical 
and Financial aspects on 29 November 2022.

Prof. Dr. Zahurul Karim, Fellow, BAS & Chairperson, TAC, BAS-USDA Endowment Program and Mr. Md. Moks-
head Ali, Deputy Director (Program), BAS-USDA Endowment Program monitored the activities of the project 
‘‘Processing for value addition of some underutilized local fruits and vegetables’’, PI: Prof. Dr. S. M. Kamrul 
Hasan, Dept. of Food Processing and Preservation, Hajee Mohammad Danesh Science and Technology 
University, Dinajpur in Technical and Financial aspects on 21 December 2022.

Field visit on 09 October 2022.

Hatchery visit (to JUST) on 29 November 2022.

Presentation session at HMDSTU on 21 Dec. 2023 A private fruits’ processing factory visit at Dinajpur



BANGLADESH ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 70

Dr. Nirmal Kumar Dutta, Chief Scienti�c O�cer, Entomology Division, Bangladesh Agricultural Research 
Institute, Gazipur has been implementing the research project entitled ‘‘Development of mass rearing proto-
col of bene�cial predatory mites and their �eld application to control harmful mites in vegetable crops’’ under 
4th Phase of BAS-USDA Endowment Program. Prof. Dr. Mahbuba Jahan, Department of Entomology, BAU and 
Mr. Md. Mokshead Ali, Deputy Director, BAS-USDA Endowment Program monitored the project activities in 
Technical and Financial aspects on 10 January 2023.  A PowerPoint presentation on the on-going activities of 
the project so far carried out was given by the PI Dr. Nirmal Kumar Dutta. The details of the project activities 
were explained elaborately by the project team.

A visit to the Plant Pathology Lab, BARI

Field visit at Khajura, Jashore on 15 February 2023

The activities of the project entitled “Safe and low cost Gur production from Date palm juice in Bangladesh” 
implemented by Prof. Dr. Md. Nazrul Islam, Department of Horticulture, Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural University 
(SAU), Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka were monitored by Dr. M A Hamid Miah, Fellow, BAS and Member, TAC, 
BAS-USDA Endowment Program and Mr. Md. Mokshead Ali, Deputy Director (Program), BAS-USDA Endow-
ment Program on 15 February  2023. 
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Budget Rationalization Meetings (22 and 24 October 2022)

Welcome address by Prof. Dr. Haseena Khan, Secretary, BAS Presentation by PIs at the BAS O�ce

04. Presentation of Project Proposals under 5th Phase

A call for preliminary research project proposals under the 5th phase of BAS-USDA Endowment Program had 
been published in two national dailies ''Daily Star'' and ''Daily Ittefaq'' on 10 August 2021. The deadline of 
submission of proposals was 10 September 2021.  In response to this call, a total of 306 preliminary project 
proposals had been submitted to BAS. One hundred and ten preliminary project proposals out of 306 were 
selected for detailed project proposal. These 110 detailed project proposals were peer-reviewed. Fifty six 
project proposals out of 110 were selected for presentation by the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC). The 
day-long presentation of these 56 project proposals was held in four days (16 July, 3 August, 13 August, and 
21 August 2022) in the Seminar Room of Bangladesh Academy of Sciences between 9.00 am and 5.00 pm 
each day. Principal Investigators of the projects gave their presentation before the Fellows of BAS and mem-
bers of TAC & Board of Trustees (BoT), BAS-USDA Endowment Program. 

05. Budget Rationalization Meeting 

Two meetings on budget rationalization of the 30 projects under 5th phase of BAS-USDA Endowment 
Program were held in the Meeting Room of Bangladesh Academy of Sciences, National Science and Technolo-
gy Complex, Agargaon, Dhaka on 22 and 24 October 2022. 
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Discussion meeting on the comments given by USDA 

Project Fund Award Ceremony held on 16 April 2023

06. Discussion meeting on the comments given by USDA on the 5th phase projects.

As per a decision taken in the 26th Meeting of the Board of Trustees (BoT) of BAS-USDA Endowment Program 
held on 23 November 2022, a list of 30 projects recommended by TAC and BoT was forwarded to USDA, 
Dhaka on 28 November 2022 for the concurrence of the Agricultural Attaché. USDA, Dhaka had approved 25 
proposals including two proposals that required further revision and disapproved three. The letter from 
USDA and the list of disapproved proposals along with two proposals that required further revision were 
discussed in the 78th TAC meeting held on 16 February 2023. As per decision taken in the 78th TAC meeting, 
a discussion meeting was held on 22 February 2023 on the �ve project proposals disapproved by USDA under 
the 5th phase. The TAC members overviewed the comments provided by USDA on the �ve rejected proposals 
in the presence of the respective Principal Investigators and the overview comments were sent to USDA, 
Dhaka for reconsideration. USDA approved the �ve projects that it had earlier rejected.   

07. Project Fund Award Ceremony of the 5th Phase Projects

Total of thirty projects in the �elds of Crop, Fisheries, Livestock, Health & Nutrition, Natural Resources, 
Economics and Marketing, Climate Change, System Research, Microbial Practices in Agriculture have been 
selected for funding.

The Project Fund Award Ceremony of the 5th phase projects was held in the Seminar Room of the Bangladesh 
Academy of Sciences on 16 April 2023. Prof. Dr. Zahurul Karim, Fellow, BAS and Chairperson, TAC, BAS-USDA 
Endowment Program presided over the ceremony. Emeritus Prof. Dr. A K Azad Chowdhury, President, BAS   
was present as the Chief Guest and Ms. Megan Francic, Agricultural Attaché, USDA, US Embassy in Bangladesh 
was present as the Special Guest. Most BAS Fellows, Associate Fellows, TAC and BoT members attended          
the ceremony.
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Discussion Meeting on 3rd phase Summary Report on 18 December 2022

08. Summary Report on the achievements of the 3rd Phase Projects

As per a decision taken in the 68th TAC meeting held on 31 March 2021, 40 project completion reports under 
3rd phase (April 2017 – August 2020) were sent to respective evaluators and they submitted their evaluation 
report to BAS. 

In the 73rd Meeting of the Technical Advisory Committee held on 27 February 2022 (Zoom Online),                       
a Committee for Report Compilation of 3rd Phase Projects was constituted which is as follows: 

1. Dr. M A Hamid Miah - Convener 

2. Dr. M Idris Ali - Member

3. Major Gen. (Retd.) Prof. Dr. A S M Matiur Rahman - Member 

4. Dr. Khan Shahidul Huque - Member

5. Prof. Dr. Abu Tweb Abu Ahmed - Member

A series of meetings were held in the reporting period to publish the Summary Report and the report was 
�nally published in December 2022. 

 

09. Presentation and Discussion Meeting on Sustainable Ram Semen Production and arti�cial insemina-
tion (AI) in �eld sheep through Technology Transfer

Prof. Dr. Farida Yeasmin Bari, Dept. of Surgery and Obstetrics, Faculty of Veterinary Science, Bangladesh 
Agricultural University has been implementing the project entitled “On-farm testing and scaling up Assisted 
Reproductive Technology (ARTs) in Sheep production through public-private partnership” under 4th phase. 
The Principal Investigator organized a Presentation and Discussion Meeting on “Sustainable Ram Semen 
Production and AI in �eld Sheep through Technology Transfer” at the Conference Hall of Department of 
Livestock Services, Farmgate, Dhaka on 31 January 2023. 
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Presentation and Discussion Meeting at the Conference Hall of DLS, Farmgate, Dhaka

The Presentation and Discussion Meeting was chaired by Prof. Dr. Zahurul Karim, Vice President, BAS and Chair-
person, TAC, BAS-USDA Endowment Program.  The Director General, DLS was present as the Chief Guest. The 
personnel of DLS administration, District Livestock O�cers and Upazila Livestock O�cers, In-charge of Local 
Government Sheep Farm; Director, Bangladesh National Zoo; Director, Local Government Poultry Farm, Sylhet; 
Friendship NGO Representatives; PI and Co-PI of the project, PhD students and Deputy Director (Program), 
BAS-USDA Endowment Program were the participants in the seminar. Prof. Dr. Farida Yeasmin Bari, the Keynote 
Speaker and PI of the project talked in details about the activities and achievements of protocol development on 
semen preservation, AI, and multiple ovulation embryo transfer (MOET) Technique in sheep made in the 6 years 
of her research on ARTs (BAS- USDA LS-11 and BAS-LS 02). These achievements have been obtained by AI in the 
�eld sheep using produced chilled and frozen semen (estrus synchronization rates, pregnancy, lambing, lamb 
survival and growth rates) in selected Government and NGO Sheep Farm under the on-going project. A question 
& answer session was also conducted in this meeting. The Chair put emphasis on transfer of the technologies to 
the DLS to be implemented with a DLS project as soon as possible. Some recommendations on the ram semen 
production and AI technology transfer to DLS came out in the discussion meeting which are as follows:

1. Development of DLS project for the sustainable ram and buck semen production and AI in the �eld sheep   
and goat;

2.      Existing Govt. Sheep Farm and Laboratory (Bogura and Rajshahi) will be used under the project.

3.                       Nucleus �ock will be developed as a resource for speeding up of quality sheep production speed up 
through AI technique.

4.      MOET techniques will also be adapted besides AI in the �eld.

5.       DLS projects will include NGOs for better performance of the work.

6.       The resource persons of the ARTS will serve as consultant of the AI and MOET works under the project.

7.      The BAS-USDA, the donor of 9-year project work on reproductive performance, Ram semen preservation, 
AI and MOET works in sheep will be acknowledged during the transfer of technology to DLS.
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Inception workshop at BSMRAU on 04 June 2023 Inception workshop at DU on 08 June 2023

10. Inception Workshop of 5th Phase Projects (April 2023-March 2026) 

In the 5th phase of BAS-USDA Endowment Program, a total of 30 projects have been awarded and these 
projects commenced in April 2023. Inception Workshop and Orientation on Accounting System for Part-time 
Accountants of these projects is going on.  Inception Workshop and Orientation on Accounting System of 26 
projects out of 30 have already been completed within June 2023.   

Orientation on accounting system at BAU on 04 June 2023 Orientation on accounting system at DU on 08 June 2023






